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Theology 9        Name  _________________________________________________       Block ______ 
Christian Service                  Date  ___________________ 
 
 
First Reflection on Loving Your Neighbor 
 
1.  Jesus tells us to “love one another,” “to love your neighbor as yourself.”   How do we follow this 
commandment when we serve others and help them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Read the story of “The Good Samaritan,” in the Bible:  The Gospel of Luke, Chapter 10, verses 25‐37, 
and answer the following questions:  Who is your “neighbor?”  Who isn’t?  How can someone unlike 
you (maybe really old, or really sick, or really hurt, or really poor, etc.) be your “neighbor”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What does it mean to act neighborly toward someone you don’t know?  How can you see and treat 
others, like neighbors you know and your friends? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Of the corporal works of mercy, which one seems the most important to you?  Explain why.  
  Corporal works of mercy:  Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter 
the homeless, visit the sick, and visit those in prison. 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Reflections on Loving Your Older Neighbor 
  (To be completed before your first official visit to the retirement home / care facility) 
 
 
1.  When a person gets older, what changes does he or she experience?  Give some specific examples in 
your reflection. 
 
  Physically? 
 
 
  Emotionally? 
 
 
  Relationship with family & friends? 
 
 
 
2.  Why might an older person end up living in a retirement home or a care facility for the elderly?  
Think about physical and/or family changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How can you treat senior citizens with respect and dignity? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  As you think about spending time with an older person at a retirement home or care facility, how 
might your visits make his or her life a little better, as you become a loving “neighbor” to that person? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Also, as you prepare for your first visit(s), write a few questions below that will help you get to 
know that person a bit, and will help them get to know you.  Ask questions about religious/faith 
background, interests and hobbies they have, sports they enjoy, music interests, etc.  Also think about 
what you want to share with them so they can get to know you a bit too.
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Reflection on Loving Your Older Neighbor (To be completed after your last official visit to the 
retirement home / senior care center) 
 
What? 
 
1.  Did you and/or your family know the elderly person you visited before you made your official first 
visit?  Explain. 
 
 
 
2.  What surprised you about the service site? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Describe the people, the location, your interactions, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Describe an event and/or person from your visits that stands out in your mind. 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So What? 
 
1.  What do you think is the most frustrating thing about being old and/or living in that location for the 
older person you worked with?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What could you do to ease that frustration for that person?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What did you learn from the experience?  (or How were you different when you left from when you 
entered?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  How did your service challenge your assumptions and/or stereotypes about senior citizens? 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Reflection on Loving Your Older Neighbor (To be completed after your last official visit) 
 
 
Now What? 
 
1.  Besides your personal visits to love and serve your senior citizen “neighbor,” what else could be 
done to make his/her life better (by individuals, a group, an agency, society)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What have you learned from this service about how to treat and love senior citizens?  Think about 
older people who live in your own neighborhood.  How might you treat them differently? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How else can you take this experience and what you’ve learned through it and apply it to other 
aspects of your life? 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Reflections on Loving Your Anawim Neighbor (To be completed before your first official visit 
to the soup kitchen or other center) 
 
 
Who are the Anawim?    Jesus used this term in the Sermon on the Mount when he said, “Blessed are 
the poor…”  During his day, the Anawim were the poor, defenseless people, the lost and forgotten ones, 
who looked to the Lord for deliverance.   In our day, we still have many Anawim who live in or close to 
our neighborhoods.  These are the people who live on the social and economic edges, on the margins of 
society.  In Jesus’ day, the Anawim included the poor (especially poor widows and orphans), the 
homeless, lepers, and people who were considered outcasts.  
 
1.  Who are the Anawim in your community?   
 
 
 
 
2.  Who are the social outcasts in your community?   
 
 
 
 
3.  What does it mean to treat another person with dignity?  How can you dignify a person who 
 
  Is homeless? 
 
 
  Has a disability? 
 
 
  Has an addictive illness? 
 
 
  Has mental illness? 
 
 
  Is a new immigrant? 
 
 
 
4.  What kind of prejudices have you felt or seen toward our neighbors in need?  (The homeless, the 
poor, people with physical or mental challenges, recent immigrants…etc.) 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Reflections on Loving Your Anawim Neighbor (To be completed before your first official visit 
to the soup kitchen or other center) 
 
 
5.  Is giving to charity enough to help the poor and others who are in need?  Why should we do more 
than just give financially? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  How can you assist people who are poor and/or vulnerable?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Also, as you prepare for your first visit(s) with your Anawim neighbor, write a few questions below 
that will help you get to know that person a bit, and will help them get to know you.  Ask questions 
about religious/faith background, interests and hobbies they have, sports they enjoy, music interests, etc.  
Also think about what you want to share with them so they can get to know you a bit too. 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Reflection on Loving Your Anawim Neighbor (page 1 of 2 pages) 
  (To be completed after your last official visit) 
 
What? 
 
1.  What service site did you go to?  What surprised you about the service site? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Describe the people, the location, your interactions, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Describe an event and/or person from your visits that stands out in your mind.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What was the best thing you experienced during your visits? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  What was the hardest part about one of your visits?  What was most challenging for you? 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So What? 
 
1.  What do you think is the most frustrating thing about their situation for the person you visited? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What could you do to ease that frustration for that person?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What did you learn from the experience?  (or How were you different when you left from when you 
entered?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  How did what you observed change some of the stereotypes you or society might feel about this 
group of people?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  What do you have in common with the people / person you worked with? 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Reflection on Loving Your Anawim Neighbor (To be completed after your last official visit) 
 
 
Now What? 
 
1.  Besides your personal visits to love and serve your Anawim “neighbor,” what else could be done to 
make his/her life better (by individuals, a group, an agency, society)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What have you learned from this service about how to treat and love those who are sometimes 
treated like outcasts or lesser people in our society?  How might you treat them differently now? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How else can you take this experience and what you’ve learned through it and apply it to other 
aspects of your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Website search:  Find an organization that works to seek justice for the less fortunate of our 
society.  What is their motto or mission statement?  How are they funded?  Who do they serve?   What 
appeals to you about the organization?  List their web address. 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Summary Reflection on Loving Your Neighbors 
  (to be completed after serving all/most your hours) 
 
1.  How has your service experience this year deepened your respect for your older neighbors and 
Anawim neighbors? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.   Explain how your service experience this year has opened your eyes a little more to be able to see 
those in need of love and compassion? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   Reread the Good Samaritan story in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 10, verses 25‐37.  Based on your 
service experience this year, how have you been a good Samaritan to the people you visited? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Of the two service sites you visited, which did you like the most?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  If a second grader asked why we should serve and love people in need, what would you tell him or 
her?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Overall, explain two things you learned by serving your neighbors in need this year?  Think of 
things you learned about yourself, about tremendous needs in the world, or something else. 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Parent/Family Member Reflection 
  (to be turned in with the rest of the packet by March 13, 2009*) 
 
 
1.  Which service site did you visit, and what did you do?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What was the highlight of this visit for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What was a challenge for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  How was the experience of serving alongside your son/daughter (or relative)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Has your family ever served together before?   If so, how did this visit compare? 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Other thoughts or comments? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* If there is an event you work at as a family after this date,( ie. A Special Olympics Event) you must get pre‐approval from 
your teacher. 




